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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to allow assisted living centers to accept and retain1

residents with dementia.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That chapter 34-12 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as4

follows:5

Any assisted living center licensed under chapter 34-12 may accept or retain a resident with6

dementia provided that the resident's licensed physician certifies at least once every six months7

that the assisted living center can meet the needs of the resident and that it is in the best interest8

of the health and well-being of the resident to reside in the assisted living center. The9

Department of Health may not promulgate any rule that prohibits, prevents, or interferes with10

an assisted living center from accepting or retaining a resident pursuant to this section.11
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